Houses, shops, tenements, and other types of real estate are important in understanding the shape of the world in which medieval daughters lived and worked. Yet, inheritance of real estate only presents part of the picture. A portion of daughters in the Husting wills inherited no real estate, and a portion inherited both real estate and movable wealth. It is necessary to explore movable legacies to entertain all of the possible opportunities presented for these women. As with real estate, in the wills we nd that parents provided equally for the futures of their daughters and sons with bequests of money and annuities. is support is important in understanding the variety of opportunities with which daughters were presented.
death, his goods were to be divided among his wife and children.
ere was no limit to how o en a citizen of London could make and alter his will. However, in regard to his personal estate, that is, his property that was movable, he was required to follow the custom of the city and leave one third to his wife, known as the legitim, 1 and a third to his children. e last third was to be reserved for "the dead, to be distributed for his almes [sic] ." 2 e widow's legitim, unlike her dower, was hers absolutely. 3 is custom was possibly established as early as 1100, and was widespread and not particular to London. 4 Glanvill, a twel h-century legal treatise, sets this custom of thirds into writing, specifying that the general custom across the realm was that the testator was permitted to distribute one third of his movable wealth as he chose, with the remaining two-thirds reserved for his wife and heirs. 5 If the testator had no children, then he was to leave one half of his personal estate to his wife, with the other half at his disposal.
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